Magna Carta – Great Charter – 1215 – initial “modern” curtailing of a ruler’s power. Forced on King John of England by feudal nobles seeking to maintain privilege. Commonly held as the initial foray into constitutional law by English speaking society. 

-Used as a basis for charters in England’s colonies worldwide, including the original 13 American colonies. 

-The original clauses had almost all been repealed by the time of the English Civil War, but the idea behind the charter limiting absolute power was not. Its purpose was the rallying cry for those who supported constitutionalism and the coming revolution (Glorious Rev) after the monarchy was restored in 1660. 
-Still in use: The clauses of the 1297 Magna Carta still on statute are:

· Clause 1, the freedom of the English Church

· Clause 9 (clause 13 in the 1215 charter), the "ancient liberties" of the City of London

· Clause 29 (clause 39 in the 1215 charter), a right to due process
----------------------------------------------

Habeas Corpus –Latin for “may you have the body/you shall have the body” -  which essentially prevents someone from being arrested and detained without reason. Also known as the “great writ” because it acts as a court order for those who are in custody to be taken before a judge. 

-Why is it important for a government to have the writ of habeas corpus?

-Has habeas corpus ever been suspended in American history? If so, when? Should habeas corpus ever be suspended? If yes, in what circumstances?

English Bill of Rights – 1689 – Agreement on the part of King William III and Queen Mary II of England

The Bill of Rights laid out certain basic rights for (at the time) all Englishmen. The Act set out that there should be:

· no royal interference with the law. Though the sovereign remains the fount of justice, he or she cannot unilaterally establish new courts or act as a judge.

· no taxation by Royal Prerogative. The agreement of the parliament became necessary for the implementation of any new taxes

· freedom to petition the monarch without fear of retribution

· no standing army may be maintained during a time of peace without the consent of parliament. 

· no royal interference in the freedom of the people to have arms for their own defence as suitable to their class and as allowed by law (simultaneously restoring rights previously taken from Protestants by James II)

· no royal interference in the election of members of parliament

· the freedom of speech and debates or proceedings in Parliament ought not to be impeached or questioned in any court or place out of Parliament

· "grants and promises of fines or forfeitures" before conviction are void

· no excessive bail or "cruel and unusual" punishments may be imposed

