Chap 16: Constitutionalism Guided Reading 

pp 548 – 559

I. What is the definition of constitutionalism and how does it differ from the ideology of absolutism?



a. Does a nation’s Constitution need to be written? Explain the variations in which constitutions can exist.



b. What are the two types of constitutional governments in modern times? Give examples of countries with each type.




c. Who rules? Who has the right to vote? Explain variations that can exist within a constitutional government system.



II. What were Queen Elizabeth I’s strengths in regards to the rule of England?  Did she hurt England by not choosing a successor sooner?





a. What issues did King James of Scotland have as a ruler? 

i. What royal house was he from?



ii. What led to his demise as an absolutist?



b. Explain the role of the House of Commons in King James’ rule. 




c. Explain the economic changes that were occurring in England in the late 16th and early 17th centuries.



i. How did these changes affect the way people interacted with the government?



ii. Why did England have less issue with taxation that France?



iii. Why were the “middle” and “merchant” classes better off than the noble families in many cases?



d. Who rules after King James? What sort of problems does he face in regards to  Parliament?



III. Religious issues

a. Who were the Puritans?



i. Why were many in England attracted to Puritanism?



ii. How did King James, his advisors and his son deal with the Puritans in England?




b. Why did King Charles I dissolve Parliament?



i. Why did the House of Commons pass the Triennial Act? How did this affect politics in England and Ireland?




ii. Why was Charles I stuck after the Irish revolted?



IV. Rolling Heads and military dictatorship 

a. What happened to Charles I on January 30, 1649?




i. How did this change the style of government in England?




ii. What was Oliver Cromwell’s role in the Civil War and the interregnum period? Was his rule the republic he proclaimed it to me? Why or why not?








iii. How did Cromwell’s rule create a different “feel” in England? How did his religious beliefs of Puritanism play into his changes? Do you think people at the time were happy with the changes? 







iv. When Cromwell died in 1658, his reign ended the Protectorate. Why did the people of England revert to monarchy?








V. Restoration of the English Monarchy

a. When was the monarchy restored?



b. Who was restored as King?




c. How was Charles II different from other Stuarts that  had controlled the crown? 




d. Charles II created a cabinet which he called a cabal. What was his reason for creating such a group? How did it affect further political developments in England?





e. What were Charles II’s controversial actions with France? Why did these dealings upset the members of Parliament?




f. Why did none of Charles II’s children become heir to the throne?




g. Charles II’s brother, James II of England became king in 1685. He was not well-received by the people of England as a whole because he was ____________________ by religion.

h. How did the people of England run James II out of the country? Where did he go?





VI.  Glorious Revolution of 1688 -89

a. Who did the people of England offer the crown to after James II was forced to flee?




b. Why was this ushering in of new monarchs called the Glorious revolution?




c. Describe the various laws enumerated by the English Bill of Rights that was put into place after the Glorious Revolution (7 – 8 different ones listed in book).














d. How did the changes to the monarchy’s role in governance affect the development of England over the next few centuries?





e. What were the important aspects of the Second Treatise of Government by John Locke? How did these ideas play out in the foundation of the Americas?





f. What is a constitutional monarchy? Were all of the people of England covered by the constitution?

g. What role did Sir Robert Walpole play in the development of the cabinet system and a more modern state in England?





VII. The Dutch Republic in the 17th Century

a. After the Peace of Westphalia, the Netherlands benefitted from official freedoms from which country?




b. The United provinces of the Netherlands was a confederation. What is the difference between a confederation and a centralized republic?




c. The rulers of the united provinces were mainly from these occupations and social classes:



d. Describe the States General and stadholder system that governed the Netherlands.





e. 
f. What aspects of Calvinism helped the Netherlands to achieve success?


g. How were Jews received in the Netherlands?




h. The bank of Amsterdam was one of the  most stable banks in the world during the 17th century. Why were people so willing to invest in their financial institutions?



i. What industries were the Dutch known for? How were they able to corner the market on pretty much every good that was desired in Europe?





j. How did the creation of the Dutch East and West India Companies affect the control of trade for the Netherlands? What areas came under each company’s control?







k. Why did the Netherlands experience a decline in the following century?
