Chap 16 – Absolutism and Constitutionalism in Europe. 
ABSOLUTISM Guided Reading  pp 531-548
I. What is the definition of Absolutism and how does it differ from the ideologies of the previous eras of the Renaissance and the Medieval period?



a. How did absolute rulers preside over their subjects?



b. What sets Totalitarianism apart from Absolutism? 



i. How is the former only possible in a modern setting?



II. Why were bureaucracies set up by Absolutists? 



a. Where did they originate? 


b. What were their duties? 


c. How did these differ from the previous eras?



III. Origins of the French Absolutist monarchy (for the people- explain what they did and how they did it)

a. Henry IV (r.                        ) – 




b. Edict of Nantes



i. Repeal of Edict of Nantes (by who, when, why, effect)




c. Duke of Sully – 




d. Marie d’Medici -



e. Louis XIII - 



f. Cardinal Richelieu 



g. Peasant and Protestant revolts and the response of local and royal governments




h. Raison d’etat – philosophy behind this thinking


IV. Fronde/French Civil Wars



a. Cardinal Mazarin’s role



b. Effect on Louis XIV



c. Effect on government



d. Effect on economy

V. Louis XIV – Sun King

a. Personality and upbringing




b. Versailles 



c. Effect of the Sun King’s reign on the rest of Europe



VI. Mercantalism

a. Definition



b. Role of Jean-Baptiste Colbert in Louis XIV’s court



c. Changes to French economy 



d. New World Empire



e. Successes of the new economic trend for France



VII. Revocation of the Edict of Nantes led to the emigration of which religious group(s) and which sectors of society in France?




VIII. French Classicism 

a. Definition



b. Examples of artists, writers and their works



c. Major themes in the written works


IX. Who did France go to war with under Louis XIV? 



a. For what reasons did he provide for these wars? 



b. What were the overall effects of these wars for the French government, nobility and peasants/commoners?

c. What was the effect of the Peace of Utrecht? 



X. Spain’s decline

a. Why did the Spanish experience such a marked decline during the 1600s and 1700s?


i. What kind of rulers were the Habsburgs?



ii. How did religion play into this decline?




iii. Why were there revolts in Spain in the late 17th century?



iv. How did literature at the time reflect the problems the country was facing?

