The Revolution in Politics: 1775- 1815

Chap 21: First Half pp 691 – 704
I. What two concepts fueled the revolutions in America and Europe during this era?



a. Explain the role of the Enlightenment thinkers in the proliferation of these concepts:



b. What does the Declaration of the Rights of Man signify for the French?



c. Define sovereignty. Explain its importance during this era of revolution.



d. Was equality achievable in this time? Was it even a goal?



i. Was economic equality a reality during this era? Did the founding fathers promote equality through the American Revolution?



ii. Expand on Locke’s ideas in regards to liberty and equality.




iii. Expand on Montesquieu’s:



iv. Who are the bourgeoisie? 



v. What is the difference between representative democracy and the “mob”?



e. Why did liberalism not catch on sooner? (2 reasons)

II. American Revolution

a. What are the conflicting views that scholars have on the American revolution?





b. According to the author, what makes the American Revolution truly a revolution?



c. Summarize the events of the American Revolution, from their initial discontent with the British control to their declaration of independence:











d. Thomas Paine, author of Common Sense influenced the patriots how?




e. What role did Thomas Jefferson and the Second Continental Congress have on the revolutionary sentiment?




f. Why did George Washington and John Hancock align themselves with the poorest factions of American colonial life?



i. Why did some American colonists remain loyal to the crown?



g. The French became involved in American affairs to retaliate against their long-time enemy, the British. Do you think their philosophical Enlightenment influenced their involvement at all? 

i. Do you think the American Revolution pushed France into its own revolution sooner than it might have occurred?




h. What were the Americans granted from the Treaty of Paris in 1783?



i. In the framing of the Constitution, what were the checks and balances that were built in by the founding fathers?





i. Describe the differences of opinion between the federalists and anti-federalists:




j. How does the American constitution embody classical liberalism?


k. The American revolution was a catalyst for European revolutions: True or False?


III. French Revolution
a. What was the “old order” or ancient regime of France like for most?



i. Who benefitted from this system?


b. The nation suffered from partial bankruptcy but were able to pull through due to these groups:


i. Describe the perfect storm of economic issues that France was facing in the late 1700s



c. The Estates: give estimates on their size and who was included in each:

i. 1st estate –


 

ii. 2nd estate – 




iii. 3rd estate –




iv. What are manorial rights?



d. The nobility and bourgeoisie did not get along – why was there tension between these groups?




e. How do revisionist historians see this relationship?



IV. National Assembly

a. Louis XVI  - describe his appeasement to the changes coming:





b. What was the Estates General’s role in the impending revolution?



c. There was a surprising consensus for change among the 3 estates – what did each estate want from their nation?



i. Abbe Sieyes’ contribution to the movement for change



d. Tennis Court Oath June 20, 1789 – significance of, those in attendance

i. The king’s reactions to this?



e. Why did the poor and oppressed launch a rebellion? Were they successful?




f. Describe the events of July 14




i. How did the Great Fear factor in ?
 


V. The Declaration of the Rights of Man – date –

a. Summarize its message and goal



b. Who wanted bread and why?



i. Why was Marie Antoinette a target?



c. How and when did Louis XVI come to accept a constitutional monarchy?



d. What types of changes did the National Assembly make for religious communities?



i. How were these changes received?


