Excerpts of the 95 Theses by Martin Luther


1.  When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, "Repent" (Mt 4:17), he willed

 the entire life of believers to be one of repentance.

2.  This word cannot be understood as referring to the sacrament of penance,

 that is, confession and satisfaction, as administered by the clergy.

3.  Yet it does not mean solely inner repentance; such inner repentance is

 worthless unless it produces various outward mortification of the flesh.

4.  The penalty of sin remains as long as the hatred of self (that is, true

 inner repentance), namely till our entrance into the kingdom of heaven.

5.  The pope neither desires nor is able to remit any penalties except those

 imposed by his own authority or that of the canons.

6.  The pope cannot remit any guilt, except by declaring and showing that it

 has been remitted by God; or, to be sure, by remitting guilt in cases

reserved

 to his judgment.  If his right to grant remission in these cases were

 disregarded, the guilt would certainly remain unforgiven.

7.  God remits guilt to no one unless at the same time he humbles him in all

 things and makes him submissive to the vicar, the priest.

8.  The penitential canons are imposed only on the living, and, according to

 the canons themselves, nothing should be imposed on the dying.

9.  Therefore the Holy Spirit through the pope is kind to us insofar as the

 pope in his decrees always makes exception of the article of death and of

 necessity.

10.  Those priests act ignorantly and wickedly who, in the case of the dying,

 reserve canonical penalties for purgatory.

------
21.  Thus those indulgence preachers are in error who say that a man is

 absolved from every penalty and saved by papal indulgences.

22.  As a matter of fact, the pope remits to souls in purgatory no penalty

 which, according to canon law, they should have paid in this life.

23.  If remission of all penalties whatsoever could be granted to anyone at

 all, certainly it would be granted only to the most perfect, that is, to very few.

24.  For this reason most people are necessarily deceived by that

 indiscriminate and high-sounding promise of release from penalty.

25.  That power which the pope has in general over purgatory corresponds to

 the power which any bishop or curate has in a particular way in his own

 diocese and parish.

26.  The pope does very well when he grants remission to souls in purgatory,

 not by the power of the keys, which he does not have, but by way of

 intercession for them.

27.  They preach only human doctrines who say that as soon as the money clinks

 into the money chest, the soul flies out of purgatory.

28.  It is certain that when money clinks in the money chest, greed and

 avarice can be increased; but when the church intercedes, the result is in

the hands of God alone.

 -------
32.  Those who believe that they can be certain of their salvation because

 they have indulgence letters will be eternally damned, together with their

 teachers.

 ---------
37.  Any true Christian, whether living or dead, participates in all the

 blessings of Christ and the church; and this is granted him by God, even

 without indulgence letters.

----------
40.  A Christian who is truly contrite seeks and loves to pay penalties for

 his sins; the bounty of indulgences, however, relaxes penalties and causes

men to hate them -- at least it furnishes occasion for hating them.

 --------
45.  Christians are to be taught that he who sees a needy man and passes him

 by, yet gives his money for indulgences, does not buy papal indulgences but

 God's wrath.

---------
52.  It is vain to trust in salvation by indulgence letters, even though the

 indulgence commissary, or even the pope, were to offer his soul as security.

---------
91.  If, therefore, indulgences were preached according to the spirit and

 intention of the pope, all these doubts would be readily resolved. Indeed,

 they would not exist.

92.  Away, then, with all those prophets who say to the people of Christ,

 "Peace, peace," and there is no peace! (Jer 6:14)

93.  Blessed be all those prophets who say to the people of Christ, "Cross,

 cross," and there is no cross!

94.  Christians should be exhorted to be diligent in following Christ, their

 Head, through penalties, death and hell.

95.  And thus be confident of entering into heaven through many tribulations

 rather than through the false security of peace (Acts 14:22).

----------

1. Overall, describe the tone of the excerpted theses listed above. Does the tone change throughout the theses? 
2. Who is Martin Luther criticizing? Be specific through the use of examples.

3. Take 2 of the theses and “dissect” them based on your knowledge of the Reformation movement (refer to your textbook if needed). Make sure you list which numbers you are referring to. 

4. What, to you, is a modern-day indulgence? 
