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I. Decline of Communism in Eastern Europe

a. Why did the brutal tactics of Stalin never return to Eastern Europe?



b. Why were the liberalization processes stalling in many respects though?



c. When did Mikhail Gorbachev enter the political arena? What did people think of his policies/tactics?



d. What did the invasion of Czechoslovakia demonstrate to the world (in regards to the USSR)?



e. What was different about re-Stalinization in regards to tactics used by Stalin versus his successors?




i. How would you classify life in the USSR during this era?



f. Who/what are the “Great Russians”? 


i. How does this movement affect the Russian people?



ii. What were the Great Russians trying to prevent?

g. What happened to art and freedom of expression as a result of the re-Stalinization movement?



h. Despite Brezhnev’s successes, why were the people of the USSR never fully collectivized in mind during his regime? Give specific examples regarding the citizens of the USSR.
i. Example:


ii. Example:



iii. Example:



II. Solidarity in Poland

a. Why had Poland been the “unruly” satellite?


b. Who owned the majority of land in Poland after the communist takeover?



c. What other mistakes did the communists make within Poland that turned the public against them?



i. Who rose in protest in 1970?



ii. What was supposed to bring great economic growth to Poland?



iii. What happened instead?



iv. Who was elected Pope from Cracow in 1978? What was his official pope name?



1. What did he preach to his fellow Poles?



v. Who met at the shipyards in Gdansk (Danzig) in 8/1980?



1. What was their goal?



2. What is the Gdansk agreement?



3. Leader of the Solidarity movement?




4. Why did this movement not push for a complete revolution in Poland?



5. Ultimately, what did Walesa and his compatriots push for?



6. Why did the Solidarity movement fall apart?



7. Who was leading the movement against Walesa – General _______ _____________________



8. What happened to the Solidarity movement by the end of 1981?



9. What was the legacy of the Solidarity movement in Poland?



III. Gorbachev’s Reforms in the Soviet Union

a. Describe the bureaucracy of the Soviet State by time Gorbachev stepped into office




b. Describe Gorbachev’s background and political goals for the USSR


c. In general, what did Gorbachev attack in his first year in office?



i. What is perestroika? Was it effective? Why?



ii. What is glasnost? Was it effective? Why?



iii. How did Gorbachev address democratization within the USSR?



d. How did the Soviet foreign affairs change during Gorbachev’s era? Give examples




IV. Revolutions of 1989

a. How did Gorbachev’s plan to reform communism backfire on the control the USSR had on Eastern Europe? 3 reasons





b. Collapse of communism in Eastern Europe

i. How did the Solidarity movement affect communism in the late 1980s? Provide specific examples of their actions. 






ii. Who was elected in 1989 as Poland’s new leader?

iii. How would you describe the “shock therapy” that Solidarity applied to Poland?




c. Hungary

i. Communist party boss Janos Kadar had liberalized the country in the 1980s, but was rejected by the opposition groups because?



ii. What “iron curtain” existed between Hungary and Austria, and what happened to it? Why did this lead to the influx of Eastern Germans?



d. East v. West Germany
i. What happened to the Berlin wall and when?



e. Velvet Revolution

i. Where and when did it take place?



ii. What were the goals?



iii. Who was elected president in 1989?



f. Romania

i. Who was Nicolae Ceausescu and how did he rule Romania?



ii. What happened to him?



iii. What was he replaced by?




V. Disintegration of the Soviet Union

a. Where had communism NOT fallen by 1990?

b. Why did Gorbachev go ahead with asking the people of the Soviet Union to ratify a new constitution?



c. Despite the new constitution, Gorbachev refused to allow for universal suffrage. Who rose up as his biggest opponent as a result?


i. What was his response to Gorbachev and the party’s stifling rule over the past 50 years?



ii. Who else was challenging Gorbachev at this time?



1. What happened to Gorbachev in the summer of 1991?


2. The goal of the hard-line communists was to recapture control of the government, but instead….?



iii. Which side did the army support?



iv. What happened once Russia withdrew from the USSR?




v. When did the USSR cease to exist?



d. What was established in its stead?



VI. German Unification and the end of the Cold War

a. How was East Germany’s 3rd Way going to deal with failed Stalinism?



i. Did they work? What happened next?



b. How many East Germans entered West Germany after the tearing down of the Berlin Wall?


c. What did chancellor Kohl present to reunite the West and East?  Expand on his plan.



d. The Alliance for Germany was supposed to help the East progress by?




e. The Paris Accord meeting took place in ___________ and dealt with?




f. How did George HW Bush handle the lessening of Cold War tensions in 1991?



i. Who became the world’s ONLY Superpower at this point?



g. Why did the US get involved in the Iraqi takeover of Kuwait in 1990?



i. How did the Gulf War end?



ii. What did George HW Bush mean when he declared a “new world order”?



VII. Building a New Europe in the 1990s

a. How did Eastern European countries change economically in the post-Soviet era?



i. What, specifically, were these countries hoping to achieve?



b. What factors accounted for this shift?



c. Why was the US model given so much praise in this era?



d. How would you describe the 1990s market in Europe?




e. What is the purpose of the IMF?




i. How did new technological advances help with the transition?



f. What is Globalization?



i. How did it affect the post-Soviet world in a positive way?



ii. What did critics of globalization say?



g. Who is Francis Fukayama and what is his argument about history?




i. How does Fukayama’s argument differ from that of Tom Cronin’s?



Whose do you agree with more?



ii. How do events in the 90s prove Cronin’s point?


h. What is the European Union?

 

i. How were nations that were not “playing nice” dealt with?



i. What changes did Yeltsin make to the economic structure of Russia?




i. What happened once price controls were lifted?



1. On which items were price controls NOT lifted?



ii. What was the effect of breakneck liberalization for the Russian people?




1. For the economy?



iii. How did the wealthiest Russians come to control so much of the economy after the liberalization efforts of the government?


1. In which industries did they make their money?



2. How much of the country’s resources did they control?



iv. How did Yeltsin win reelection in 1993?




1. What was his first act once he was reelected?



2. Would you classify Russia as a democracy under Yeltsin?




3. What is a kleptocracy (look it up – yeah, use that smartphone!)



v. Yeltsin’s successor Vladimir Putin was elected in 2000 and claimed to be running a “managed democracy” – what do you think that means?



j. How did Russia gain ground during Putin’s first term?



k. How did Putin hide the Chechnyan civil war from the Russian people?



i. Why does Chechnya want their independence from Russia?



VIII. Progress and Tragedy in Eastern Europe

a. How did the liberation of Eastern Europe cause a WW1-like atmosphere in these countries?




i. Which countries were making the most successful transitions?


b. When did Czechoslovakia splinter into the Czech Republic and Slovakia? Why do you think the government allowed such a move?



c. When were Poland, Hungary and Czech Rep accepted into NATO?

d. What kept Romania and Bulgaria from transitioning into the new era of Eastern Europe?



e. How did the death of Tito affect the rule of Yugoslavia?



i. President of Serbia - __________________________ Why did he declare Kosovo part of his jurisdiction?


ii. How did he react to the independence movements in Slovenia and Croatia?


iii. Why did Serbia become involved in the Bosnian civil war?



iv. What happened in Srebrenica (Srebenitza – pronunciation)?



1. How did the West and the UN respond?



v. What is the KLA and what were they hoping to achieve?



vi. How did the West and the UN respond?




f. The Single European Act of 1986, the EU and the European community all try to create a unified market – how successful have these attempts been?





i. What is the Maastricht treaty?



ii. How was it received by everyday Europeans?



iii. Why did the French people elect Jacques Chirac? Explain the atmosphere in France during the 1990s.



iv. Why could he not necessarily do anything to approve the austerity measures begun by his predecessors?



1. How did the Socialists (who were reelected) try to change things for the better?



v. IN Germany, how did unification negatively affect the women of Eastern Germany?

vi. What was established on Jan 1, 2002?




1. Who joined the EU in 2004?



2. What did the constitution of the EU call for?



vii. What is a baby-bust?



viii. What are some of the average fertility rates in Europe during the 21st century?



1. How will the baby bust affect Europe moving forward?



ix. How was the women’s movement faring by the late 1990s? What gains had been made?



x. Europe’s illegal immigrants come mainly from these areas:




1. To which countries would they be most likely to immigrate TO?



xi. Why were headscarves seen as so controversial in France in the early 21st century?




1. Besides immigrants themselves, who criticized the lashing out against immigrants? What were their reasons for supporting immigrants?




xii. How did/does the EU work to promote human rights in both Europe and throughout the globe?



IX. Al-Qaeda attack on 9/11

a. In the aftermath of the attack, what actions did the US and UN take? 



How did European countries react?



b. Why do certain nationalities/organizations resort to terrorism?



i. Describe/define the 3 waves of terrorism (historically)



c. Why did the US go after Saddam Hussein in the attack’s aftermath?




i. What did the UN conclude about the investigations into Iraq?



ii. Which European country helped the US invade?



d. Since this book was published prior to the end of the Iraq war, do you think that based on the premises presented, the US should have invaded? Explain



X. Future section– read and contemplate





