	Religion 
	Chap 6

	
thinking questions:

How does a religion’s values reflect its culture?

        In turn, what does a culture’s religions say about it?


Key Issue 1:

Define, provide examples and general% of followers for each broad group:


  universalizing 
       
   

    ethnic



Define and provide examples:

   branch



  denomination


  sect


	

	Christianity 
 

   # of adherents worldwide?

  Universalizing or ethnic –how do you know?


   3 major branches and branch locations


 % of people in WESTERN hemisphere that identify as Christian?

    Breakdown of denominations?


Smaller branches of Christianity and where located?





	

	Islam

    # of adherents


    where most Muslims reside?
     
          Islam’s meaning in Arabic?


      Muslim?

5 pillars of faith in Islam (put in own words)


     % of Muslims in Europe and primary locations

 % Muslim in US/Canada

What is the Nation of Islam? 

          Which group is most associated with it?
	

	Buddhism

   # of adherents worldwide

  General location of Adherents?



4 Noble Truths of Buddhism (put into own words)



Founder/When founded?


3 Major Branches and locations ? 





Why do human geographers find that Buddhist adherents are difficult to count?
	

	Sihkism

  # of adherents



   Major Location



  Founder/when founded


  Beliefs


   Standout cultural practices



	

	Baha’i

   # adherents


    Where practiced

      Founder/when founded

    Overall belief or goal of Bahai followers


	

	ETHNIC RELIGIONS

Hinduism

  Number of adherents/ranking among world religions

   Beliefs and why they are so varied?
       identify different sects/variants with largest # of adherents


  Text or Holy Book
	

	Confucianism

  Founder/location


   Major beliefs/texts

Taoism/Daoism

   Founder/location

   Meaning of the tao (dao) and its role in Taoist belief

Shintoism 

    Origins

   Role in Japanese society

       Relevance today

How these three belief systems relate to/interact with Buddhism in China and Japan?
	

	Judaism

  # of adherents/locations worldwide

  Ancient origins


    What set it apart from other religions of its time

   

	

	Ethnic African Animism

   # adherents 

   Issues human geographers face with studying it

  On rise or in decline/why?
    
	

	Key Issue 2
	

	Origin Stories


   Christianity


Who is Christ? What does his title mean?



Major gospels/role in religion



Story of Christ’s life





Beliefs of Roman Catholics regarding rituals



Eastern Orthodoxy’s origin?


   Differences from other Christianity?

Islam

   Relation to Christianity and Judaism?
  Overlap in their stories




   Where it splits


   Story of Muhammed’s hijra or hegira (and meaning of word)




           denote locations of importance for Muslims


Why is there a split between the two branches of Islam


What is a caliph? What is his role in the Muslim community


	

	Buddhism


Founder’s story




      What is a Buddha?

Differences between Theravada and Mahayana’s beliefs






Hinduism

    Founder or origin story?


  Age of Hinduism


    Who were the original adherents?


   What other aspects of world culture did they influence?
	

	Diffusion


   Location of religious hearths



   Christianity -
 
Initial Spread of Christianity (and 1st type of diffusion associated with) 


2nd major type of spread (where/when took place)



3rd major diffusion of Christianity?


Current form of diffusion? (where different pockets of Christians exist today)



Islam

   Initially spread through 2 major sources




   How far did it travel?


Buddhism

   Role of Asoka in spread


   Types of diffusion associated with spread


   Over time, Buddhism became more tied to which countries, rather than India?




Spread of Sihkism 




and Baha’i?

How do ethnic and universalizing religions interact in Africa?


Asia?


What is the Jewish diaspora?


ghetto origin


Holy Places 

Buddhist holy places – generally where they are located/associated with?



Islam’s holy sites



    What country these cities are in?


  When and where do adherents visit these sites?


# that go each year?


Sihism’s Golden Temple – location, political controversy



Important locations in Hinduism

       generally associated with


   Most important site?




	

	Cosmogeny

  Meaning


  yin v. yang in Taoism

   importance of balance?


 How universalist cosmogonies compare to ethnic ones





   Examples of calendars in both Ethnic and Universalist religions


    Jewish holy days (provide names, importance)




   Muslim holy days




  Baha’I calendar

   Christian Calendar(s) – holy days, differences between branches



IN GENERAL

    relation to environment/climate

    Lunar versus solar?



   What is the importance of the solstice in various faiths?

       



	


